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EVANGELIST GEORGE C,. NEEDHAM. 


Recently we furnished our readers with a brief sketch of Evangelist Need- 
ham, whose picture faces this page. Since then, we have gained additional 
knowledge of his interesting life. He was born of Protestant parents in the 
South of Ireland, and from boyhood was the subject of religious impressions. 
Family prayer and other Christian exercises were not unknown in his home, 
His mother, a very pious woman, died when he was only nine years old. 
With her dying breath she prayed for her ten children surrounding her bed- 
side. Abundantly these prayers have been answered. George and his three 
younger brothers are earnest preachers of the Gospel. The other members of 
the family have shared in great spiritual blessings. The beautiful piety of the 
oldest sister, in addition to his mother’s Christian life, exerted a powerful influ- 
ence over the future evangelist. But it was not until in his eighteenth year, 
when the first wave of the great revival broke over the southern part of Ire- 
land in 1861, that he became fully assured of salvation in Christ Jesus. 

The young Christian immediately became an earnest soul-winner. His 
zeal became proverbial. Though exceedingly timid and painfully shy, he 
nevertheless boldly preached the Gospel throughout all the adjacent parishes. 
In his nineteenth year he entered an office in Dublin where he worked dili- 
gently, and advanced the interests of his employers. He detected and ex- 
posed a system of swindling which had been in vogue for some time, and was 
properly rewarded by the Company. George always kept an open Bible on his 
desk, and when rebuked by the manager for thus giving offence to Roman 
Catholic patrons, he quietly remarked, “ When you compel me to close that 
book, the Directors will immediately receive my resignation.” The objection- 
able book was not referred to afterwards, and the silent witness remained in 
public view. After a year of close attention to business, he resigned his posi- 
tion, much to the disappointment of his employers, who made him flattering 
offers which he promptly declined. His mind was fully made up to go forth as 
an evangelist, and nothing now would hold him back. For this decision he 
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had been keenly rebuked by some, who did not then understand that he was 
literally thrust forth of the Master into the great harvest field. 

During the first few years he confined his labors to Ireland, but afterward 
visited England in response to urgent calls. Having preached with glorious 
results in the neighborhood of Mr. Spurgeon’s birth-place, the London pastor, 
on a visit there, rejoiced with him in the fruitfulness of his work. The Pas- 
tor’s college was then in its incipiency and Mr. Needham hoped to enter for a 
two year’s course. But Mr. Spurgeon advised him not to interrupt his work of 
evangelism. His theology is therefore drawn from the Bible, pure and sim- 
ple, and was worked out by personal study and application. In 1866, Mr. H. 
Grattan Guinness, with whom Mr. Needham had labored formerly, requested his 
company on an evangelistic tour through the North of Ireland. The visit was 
one of extraordinary revival interest. Thousands flocked to their services, 
and strong men fell to the ground under their preaching. The strange scene 
for many weeks was like a battle-field. Conversions were numerous. In 1867, 
Mr. Neeedham and Mr. Moody first met in London, and in 1869 Mr. Needham 
spent three months with his friend in Chicago, teaching and preaching the 
Word of Life. This was also his weddingtour. His wife is a Massachusetts 
lady, who entered most heartily into Bible study with her husband, and sec- 
onded him in every good word and work. Besides evangelistic labors, Mr. 
Needham has prompted and promoted many schemes of Christian usefulness 
and benevolence. 

The New York prophetic conference was of his planning, and with his 
earnest friend, Major Whittle, who acted as Secretary, and backed by a com- 
mittee nominated by Mr. Needham, that wonderful convention became a part 
of the nation’s religious history. 

Mr. and Mrs. Needham have travelled much, and are still in the prime of 
life, teaching, preaching, editing and writing books. Evangelist Needham is 
a faithful, judicious and effective preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If 
he has a hobby, it is to exalt the Bible, and magnify the Word of the Lord. 


On this theme he preaches and writes incessantly, and many have joined him 
in the same noble purpose. 


) 
UO 


WORSHIP, 





By GreorGe C. NEEDHAM. 


‘* But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God isa Spirit: and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”—JOHN iv., 23, 24. 

There was a difference between Jewish and Samaritan worship both in 
locality and in authority, yet both were alike in being temporary. Jewish wor- 
ship had not only divine sanction, but also divine authority for its establish- 
ment. It was, however, transient because typical. The worship introduced 
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by our Lord in his conversation with the Samaritan woman is spiritual. It is 
true worship, not in contradistinction to Jewish /fa/se worship, but to Jewish 
temporary worship. The epistle to the Hebrews deals with types and their 
fulfilment, and calls attention to the object of the ceremonialism of the past, 
viz.: to prepare for and lead to, the summing up of all things in Christ. 
Priests, sacrifices, ceremonies, and divers washings were imposed on them 
until the time of reformation. 

But with the first advent of Christ, with his resurrection, ascension and the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, the shadows fled away. Christian life and worship 
is not therefore the development of Jewish ritualism, nor the engrafting of 
Jewish ideas upon a Christian stock. Substance is not the development of 
shadow. The first coming of Christ and Christianity cast its shadow before- 
hand even from Abel to John the Baptist. But in the fulness of time our Lord 
appeared, and John, ending up the Jewish dispensation, truly said fer himself 
and for his age, ‘“‘ He must increase, and I must decrease.”” Our Lord, by 
His incarnation, death and resurrection, has forever done away with Jewish 
symbolism, with its priests, altars, sacrifices, incense, and carnal ordinances. 
And he who revives these dead performances thus far denies Christ and is 
“fallen from grace.” ‘That Church now imitating Jewish or Samaritan wor- 
ship goes contrary to the express teaching of our Lord, who introduced a new 
age characterized as spiritual and heavenly. Let us note some of the distin- 
guishing marks of Christian worship. 

1. The true worshippers worship God in spirit—I do not think is here meant 
the Holy Spirit. Without Him we know there can be no proper worship ren- 
dered to God. Neither prayer, praise, nor service will be acceptable apart 
from His operations and intercessions in the soul. To worship God in spirit is 
surely to engage in this solemn exercise with all our inward powers and affec- 
tions. We are not dependent on outward forms as aids to the worship of the 
heart. Worship is a necessary consequence, when we love God with heart, 
soul, mind and strength. And herein we need the Holy Spirit who sheds 
abroad the love of God in the heart. “We love him because he first loved 
us,” and as the true circumcision we “ worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” 

2. The believer must also worship God in truth.—Heart worship must be 
Sincere; without hypocrisy, and without guile. In truth, also, as according to 
the truth. God has revealed himself to us, and according to that revelation we 
may know how to approach him, how to extol him, and how to worship him 
acceptably. Worship will be intelligent when offered according to the truth. 
The truth gives worship the right direction, as the rails guide the train, while 
the Holy Spirit, enkindling our affections, shedding abroad the love of God in 
the heart, calling forth our homage, adoration, and praise, gives the ability to 
the believing soul to worship acceptably, with due reverence and godly fear. 
The marble fountain, with its nice adjustments and beautiful appearance, is little 
worth if it gives forth no water. The essential feature of worship is the well 
within us, springing up into everlasting life. 
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3. Be tt ever remembered that we worship the Father —The Jews claimed 
Abraham as their father; the Samaritans claimed Jacob; but the Christian 
directs his worship to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of his Son into your hearts 
crying, Abba, Father.” The Father seeketh such to worship him. The Son 
is seeking sinners, whom he saves; the spirit seeks the saved sinner, in whom 
he dwells; the Father seeks the worship of sons, and not the homage of slaves. 

4. The true worshipper is surrounded with many dangers.—The fear of the 
apostle was well grounded, “lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ.” What are called “ aids to devotion ” have generally become 
devotion to aids, blinding the mind to the simplicity of spiritual worship. The 
epistle to the Galatians points out very distinctly the dangers of ceremonialism, 
and warns against the practice of Jewish rites. These lead to bondage, to 
servile legalism, to dishonor of Christ, and to the practical denial of the Holy 
Spirit as our present, indwelling, intelligent source of spiritual, spontaneous 
worship. Surely when the notions of faste and the whims of cu/ture are largely 
employed by the devil to corrupt the pure worship of God, we need to be 
reminded of the injunction, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free and be not again entangled with the yoke of bond- 
age” (Gal. v., 1). 

Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses by their clever imitations of his 
miraculous deeds. But the miracles soon reached a point where the Egyptian 
scientists confessed their helplessness and acknowledged the finger of God. 
Spurious worship has no life in it, no power attending it; the imitation may be 
readily detected by those who have eyes to see and ears to hear. 

Ceremonial worship, which had its place in the former age when children 
were under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the Father, would 
prove a burdensome yoke now to the full-grown children who have reached 
their majority in this age of grace and of the Spirit of God. Symbolism, as a book 
of “signs,” employed in very early times, and amplified in the Jewish age, has 
given place to the illuminated pages of the fuller New Testament revelation 
which plainly declares that those things signified by the signs have surely come 
to pass. Therefore a symbolism which perpetuates the idea of a non-completed 
atonement, still burdening the worshipper with an unpurged conscience, chal- 
lenges the testimony of God, and is a practical denial that Christ by the sacri- 
fice of himself put away sin, It denies the liberty given to believers through 
redemption as acceptable worshippers within the vail. The New Testament 
ordinances, which the Church should ever observe, do not authorize the revival 
of Jewish ritualism, nor countenance for a moment the appended inventions of 
modern ecclesiasticism. Both baptism and the Lord’s supper are the endur- 
ing memorials of Christ’s finished work, and of his people’s freedom from 
ritualistic yokes of bondage. These are in no sense our plea for salvation, and 
must not be observed as religious duties whereby to win the divine favor or 


escape the divine vengeance. Forever perish the thought which supposes that 
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even these God-appointed ordinances secure to us salvation, or procure for us 
the remission of sins. 


‘* Signs,”’ plead some, “ are harmless.” But such forget that “ THE HEART 
IS DECEITFUL above all things and desperately wicked.” When the children 
of Israel demanded that Aaron make them a calf, it was but to represent the 
invisible deity whom they claimed to worship. Nevertheless, they had most 
flagrantly violated the command, “ Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, nor any likeness that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth; thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them nor serve them.”” Oh! that they had hearkened unto God! Alas, alas, 
how grossly idolatrous their worship became! Isaiah's portrayal of it in his 
first chapter reveals to what depth of degradation humanity sinks, unrestrained 
by sovereign grace. The Jewish people did not intend to become idolaters, but 
their deceitful hearts became occupied with the material representations, and 
not with the spiritual things thereby signified. Even in Hezekiah’s day the 
brazen serpent—formerly the means of their cure from the sting of the fiery 
serpent, and a designed ¢yfe of salvation through Christ—became an odyect of 
worship to them. And small though that object, it was sufficient to distract 
them from the true and only object of worship in every age—the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What a solemn lesson to us, my reader! Even an ordinance designed for 
blessing may become a snare and acurse. In our superstitious and sectarian 
zeal is there not a danger of unduly exalting the ordinances, and substituting 
them for Christ? Indeed, must we not confess that partisanship is frequently 
mistaken for piety, and outward deportment for heart devotion? “ Take ye 
therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on 
the day that the Lord spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire: 
lest ye corrupt yourselves and make you a graven image . . . and lest 
thou be driven to worship them” (Deut. iv. 15-26). 

Ritualism, or papal idolatry, is specious, subtle, sensuous, and a wretched 
perversion of true worship. Its degrading consequences are universally known, 
Nevertheless, this strange infatuation influences the human mind, and human 
nature craves material symbols. Is it less than shocking that professedly 
orthodox teachers shall persist in daubing their chancels with highly colored 
paintings—gross representations of our glorious Lord, who is indeed a jealous 
God? “Aids to devotion,” indeed! Consider the degradation of Spain, Italy, 
France, and other countries full of symbolism—crosses, crucifixes, and historic 
paintings. We are not ignorant of their abominations; they have spared no 
pains in multiplying such “aids.” Surely the grossness of their idolatries 
should check that fleshly impulse which would elevate painting above preaching, 
and make void the Word of God by such traditions. God does not say paint, 
chisel, or carve. Nay, he forbids it—forbids it most earnestly and most author- 
itatively. The judicial punishment threatened, if Israel made any likeness of 
God and thereby corrupted themselves, was exile from their own land. They 
were to be driven among other nations, where they should “ serve gods, the 
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work of men’s hands, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell” (Deut. 
iv., 28). Remember, then, dear reader, that “God is a spirit, and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” The Father seeketh 
such to worship him. May it be then our study—the fixed habit of our 
soul—to please him, and serve him with an undivided heart, as we meditate 
on his boundless grace and undimmed holiness. 

5. We now consider the requirements and elements of true worship.—In 
Deut. xii., 5-7, we read, “ But unto the place which the Lord your God shall 
choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation 
shall ye seek and thither thou shalt come; and thither ye shall bring your burnt 
offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and the heave-offerings of your 
hand, and your vows, and your free-will offerings, and the firstlings of your 
herd and of your flock; and there ye shall eat before the Lord your God, and 
ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your households 
wherein the Lord thy God hath blessed thee.” (R. V.; see also vs. 10-15.) 

We have before noticed that God is the supreme object of worship. In 
the above passage Israel is instructed concerning the place of worship. There 
* Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy 


‘ 


must be but one meeting-place. 
burnt-offerings in every place that thou seest.”” The sight of the eye, nor the 
wish of the heart, must not direct or control the worshipping congregation in 
this matter. Doubtless the one local place of assembly would be a preservative 
to Israel in shielding them from many temptations, especially towards idolatry. 
It would quicken their apprehension of the one God, worshipped by one peo- 
ple. But even this did not prevent them from dedicating other spots, which 
soon became places of idolatry and scenes of great wickedness. We would 
truly think them a singularly foolish and perverse people, were we not ever 
reminded of our own childish attempts to supersede the wisdom of God in fol- 
lowing our vain imaginations. 

Happily a place of worship has been provided for us; not indeed in temples 
made with hands, however gorgeous their settings, but heaven itself, whither our 
High Priest has gone, the ever-abiding medium of our communion with God. 
For worship is spiritual. The world-sanctuary, and the carnal ordinances, 
fitting accompaniments of a typical religion, have given place to the heavenly 
and eternal. Earthly sanctuaries are not therefore essential to worship. The 
believing African in his kraal finds as ready access to God as prelates or canons 
within their spired churches or sombre cathedrals. Nor need we fall into the 
pantheistic snare, that the great temple of nature is the place of worship; for, 
say they, God is nature, and nature is God. Such a wretched sentiment is a 
libel on the mediation of Christ and a denial of the personal God, who is our 
“ Father in heaven.” The place of worship is neither limited nor universal. 
Transferred from earth to heaven it is alike accessible to all who through 
Christ Jesus seek to worship the Father. 

6. Sacrifice was another requirement set forth in the above passage from 
Deuteronomy. ‘Throughout the whole world it is the acknowledged basis of 


worship. In fact, apart from sacrifice, the sinner can in no wise approach with 
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confidence the throne of God. This basis of communion is illustrated in 
Exodus xxiv., where Moses built an altar, offered sacrifice, presented the blood, 
P went up into the mountain with his companions, saw the God of Israel, and 
t ite and drank in his presence. 
** Oh way to heaven! what canst thou be? 

Strange road of blood and mystery; 

What mean those beasts that slaughtered lay— 

That shepherd slain—those sheep astray? 


The blood of Jesus is the way.” 


Coming thus as redeemed sinners, reconciled unto God by the blood of 
the cross, there need be no uncertainty of acceptance through slavish fear. 
This subtle foe must be slain, as Agag, whom Samuel hewed in pieces before 
the Lord. Joy and not fear is our portion and privilege. Rejoicing and 
thanksgiving entered largely into the worship of Israel. Oh, call it not duty; 


a RE ee 


“ 


the word savors of bondage; but rather “ enter into his gates with thanksgiving 
and into his courts with praise; be thankful unto him and speak good of his 
name.” Delight in the Lord, gladness, and joyousness, are elements of real 


spiritual worship. 


“ 


By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually.” Continually. The word rebukes us as we write. The priests of 


\ 3 . ° . . 
Israel were to offer the two lambs day by day continually, and to bring olive 
; oil to make the lamps to burn continually. Yet the sacrifices which were 
offered continually could not make the worshipper perfect. But there is a 
‘ greater sacrifice, ever in continual efficacy, which makes the Christian believer 
1 ‘ ‘ — , ‘ ‘ , . 4 
i perfect, in giving him a purged conscience continually. If David could sing 
the praise of God continually, and continually say, “The Lord be magnified,” 
re | ‘on f pend ’ tc oe 
| = it surely becometh us to out-do him in these precious ministries of reverent 
4 praise. Our thoughts, our affections, our services, our gifts should all be 
= prompted by his never-ceasing grace, and presented in ever-continued grati- 
2S 
tude. 
ir 
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I do not here enter upon the united worship of God’s people, but rather 
to that which is given to God by the individual believer. I say given, for wor- 
ship is a gift; it is the spontaneous overflow of a soul adoring God who is the 
giver of all blessings. It is the most glorious experience the Christian is capa- 
pe ble of enjoying. For, indeed, until it is an experience, 7. ¢., until it becomes the 
i spontaneity of our being, it is not worship. Forms, words, prostrations, obser- 


he vances do not constitute worship. It is the opposite of self-occupation and 


selfishness. God, not self, fills the soul. It is an act of the understanding, 
ind an act of the will, growing into habitual reverence for God and continual 


or, 


bur . . . om *y° . . . 

' communion with him. The ability to worship is surely the highest honor con- 

al, ; . . 
ferred on redeemed sinners, embracing prayer, the confession of our need; 

igh 
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» 


praise, the expression of our fulness; and communion, the recognition of present 


and eternal partnership with God. 
~~ May it not be that worship is withheld from God more than is meet? Are 
, of 


. we not tempted to rob him of the homage due unto his name, and therefore 
‘ith 


wrong our own souls also? Preaching, teaching, discussing or defending may 
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not be dispensed with, but such services should never interfere with our higher 
priestly offices. Time and quiet of heart are needed for supplication, interces- 
sion, thanksgiving and adoration. ‘ Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship 
at his footstool; for he is holy ” (Ps. xcix., 5). 




































The foregoing discourse is taken from a volume just published, “Smooth 1 
Stones from Scripture Streams,” by Mr. and Mrs. Needham. By theircom- [ 
bined authorship they have produced a work of permanent value, representing F 
the labor of many years, and containing their choicest thoughts. Besides the 4 


sermon on “ Worship,” there are twenty-one other articles on such subjects as_ | 
“ The Spirit and the Word,” “ Personal Appropriation of Jesus,” “ Redemption 7 
according to Moses,” “‘ Hope an Anchor,” “ The Christian Soldier,” “ Justifi- 
cation,” “ Vessels Made Meet,” “ Negative Testimony,” “ Salvation Unfolded,” 


“The Blessed Nativity,” ‘“ Flesh and Spirit,” “ Prayer and Fasting,” “ Chfis- i 
tian Armor,” “ Leaven,’’ “ Leprosy in Houses,” “Sinners made Sons of God,” § 
“ Resurrection Words,” “‘ Decay and Revival,” “ The River of the Sanctuary,” | 
“Christian Work,” “ Zacharias’ Prophetic Anthem.” In the preface the §f 
authors say: 

Those who accept the Scriptures as the absolute Word of God will neces- jj 
sarily become identified with primitive orthodoxy. Such orthodoxy still exists; § 
aggressive, evangelical, and evangelistic. Its adherents are found in every § 
land, who believe Moses and the prophets, and who unhesitatingly receive the J 


testimony of apostles and evangelists. From Genesis to Malachi, from Mat- 
thew to Revelation, they believe every whit as the Divine Word which came 
through holy men, who were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

The present volume presents but a few of the doctrines and duties drawn 
from this heavenly source. As smooth stones they are taken out of Scripture 
streams, having received an added polish through being handled by saintly 
fingers in every age of the Christian Church. ‘They are here presented in a 
new scrip (I. Sam. xvii., 40), with the hope that they may prove helpful to 
some of God’s marksmen. 

Geo. C. NEEDHAM, 
ELizABETH A, NEEDHAM. 
MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MASS. 





The Zpiscopal Recorder, December 18th, 1885, says in a review of this work: 
“The selection of the title is most happy, and we cannot but believe that the 
‘Smooth Stones’ from the brook of Scripture will, with God’s blessing, be 
mighty to the overthrow of many gigantic errors. Those who know the authors 
of this book will look for clear and forcible applications of scriptural truth in 
its pages, nor will they be disappointed. The various papers are alternately 
by Mr. and Mrs. Needham, those by the former being more expository, while 
those by the latter are more poetical, and of rather more finished style. But 
both are alike redolent of gospel truth, and rich with teaching and encourage- 
ment to the soul that believes on Christ.” Published by J. A. Whipple, Boston. 
Sent post-paid from the office of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 








Price $1.00. 
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THE MORAL THEOLOGY OF THE JESUITS. 


Translated for THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC from the Latin Text of Father 
J. P. Gury, of the Society of Jesus, Professor of Moral Theology 


in the Roman College. 





In the opening number of this volume we present a synopsis of the im- 
moral teaching of the Jesuits as it appears in their standard text-books, 
Father- Gury’s “ Theologia Moralis” and “Casus Conscientiz.’’ We com- 
menced the translation of these works in the May number of THE CONVERTED 
CaTHoLic for last year, and shall continue the publication until all of this 
famous theology shall be rendered into English. We must except of course, 
the grossly immoral instructions to confessors and the vile cases of conscience, 
which respect for our readers would not permit us to lay before them in Eng- 
lish. ‘* Human nature, corrupt as it is, is not sufficiently depraved to become as 
wicked as Popery would make it.” Ministers and others, however, who 
ought to know the depths of the iniquity of this system, in order that they 
may guard their flocks fromits destroying influence, will find these passages in 
the original Latin. 

The following synopsis comprises only a few of the more notable cases to 
be found in what has already been translated. In the “Cases of Conscience 
on Human Acts” (Case iv.) the principle is laid down that a saloon-keeper may 
without sin supply drink to his customers until they get drunk, “ because he is 
not obliged at serious personal loss to prevent the sins of habitual drunkards ; 
a desire to become richer justifies him in not preventing such sins. Besides, 
if he refuse to serve drinks he must suffer considerable loss, for his customers 
would betake themselves elsewhere and get whatever they wanted, leaving him 
to suffer in vain.”” From this we see that before the Roman Catholic Church 
can consistently favor the cause of temperance it must abolish the Jesuits and 
their theology. 

The saloon-keeper is further advised to encourage drunkenness if he can 
thereby prevent blasphemy. “Of two evils he should avoid the greater, and 
St. Jerome says nothing is more horrible than blasphemy.” 

A woman who, to avoid quarrels with her husband, tells him 
lies’’ (Case xi.), is assured that if she has a sufficient reason, she is not bound 
to tell her husband the whole truth. 

Concerning “” 
prominent Jesuit writers, the following : 


‘ 


‘white 


True and False Conscience’”’ we quote from a number of 


“ A person is only guilty of mortal sin when he should consider his act 
bad in itself, dangerous to some one else, or when he ought to have some 
doubt or scruple of conscience about itscommission. Otherwise his ignorance, 
inadvertence, or forgetfulness ought to be considered natural and invin- 
cible.” 

““A person who does not think about the malice of committing or omitting 
an act, is not guilty of sin.” 
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“Robbery may be only a venial sin through want of deliberation. It may | 
be due to the strength of temptation, particularly when the hurry is so great 
that there is no time to deliberate.” 

“ A person is to be excused from sin who swears falsely through force of 
habit without thinking. He need not even confess this sin.” 


Se es 


“No law, either natural or positive, orders us to refer all and each of our 
acts to an end naturally good and upright. Even if there were such a law nat- 
ural or positive, it would not bind us, because it could not be sufficiently pro- 
mulgated.” In other words: this Jesuit says there is no universal standard of 
right and wrong and the words themselves are merely conventional terms. The 
Church of Rome claims (and we readily admit the claim) that Atheism saps the 
foundations of society by obliterating all distinctions between right and wrong, 
but in this respect it is not one whit worse than Jesuitism. 

“The natural law forbids us to tell a lie. Yet this same law also bids us 


follow our conscience which, owing to invincible ignorance, can tell us that we 
may tell a lie.”’ 


Sit eke 


“* Although we all very well know the natural law which forbids lying in gen- 
eral (just as we all know that we are not permitted to kill any one by private 
authority), yet through invincible ignorance we may sometimes think such 


ae ~ ieee 


things allowable. For this reason the holy and learned Cassian (in common 
with many others) thought that what is known as the ‘ officious’ lie is permis- 
sible. For the same reason, as Vasquez relates, a rather rough sort of fellow 
thought himself not only justifiable but even worthy of praise for having 
hastened the death of a sick man in order to end his pain.” 

Sarasa in his “ Art of Endless Pleasure,” mentions with approval “a cer- 
tain Spaniard,” who, “through zeal for the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls, used to baptize Moorish children and kill them instantly, so that they might 
be sure of salvation.”’ 


at 


In this summary we can but barely touch upon the different systems of 
Probabilism. Concerning the use of Probabilism, Gury says: “ Besides the 
general principles that constitute the theory of Probabilism, to wit: ‘No ob- 
ligation can be imposed if there be any doubt about it,’ or‘ No doubtful law 
is obligatory "—some special rules which confirm these principles are to be J 
applied in particular instances. ; 


“ec 


ET See 


1. Presumption is sufficient to decide a case of doubt. 2. What usually 
happens should determine a doubtful judgment. 3. In case of doubt about 
the performance of an act, it should generally be presumed that the act has 
been performed. Yet this principle ought to be used in favor of exemption, 
unless the contrary presumption is strong; or the good of the state or of relig- 
ion forbids it. 4. In cases of doubt, mild judgments are to be preferred ; 
favorable ones welcomed, and adverse or severe ones to be avoided as much 
as possible. 5. In obscure cases, the least onerous part may always be taken. 
6. In case of doubt a fact can never be presumed; it should be proven: that 
which ought to be in conformity with law, is supposed to be: no man should 
be held wicked without clear proof of his guilt. 7. In cases of doubt the 
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safer opinion should be followed, but this rule ought to be confined to cases 


of practical doubt. As to speculative doubt, no rule is laid down; advice 
only can be given. 

““When there are several probable opinions, it is allowable to follow anyone 
of them (or its contradictory) on different occasions.” 

To show the practical workings of the various systems of Probabilism, we 
select the following extracts from distinguished Jesuit writers : 

“If two different opinions that are certainly probable be met with in the 
moral kaw, a person is not always bound to follow the more probable and safer 


yne; consequently, he may occasionally follow the less safe and probable.” 

“A confessor can absolve a penitent who holds an opinion opposed to his 
own (even though it be less safe) whether it is hurtful to others or not, pro- 
vided it is probable.”’ 

“A theologian can advise any one who consults him, not alone according 
to his own personal view, but also according to the opposite and probable opin- 
ion of others (if the latter is more pieasing and favorable to the consulting 
party), even though he is fully convinced that this opinion is so theoretically 
false that he dare not adopt it himself.” 

“Tt is allowable to consult different theologians until a man finds one ac- 
cording to his own heart, if he fairly intends to discover somewhere a probable 
opinion in his favor and is determined to do nothing against the dictates of a 
probable conscience.”” According to this,a man may commit any act, however 
sinful, if he can discover somewhere a theologian who holds a probable opinion 
in his favor; and that is not difficult, since it is the especial province of the 
Jesuits to teach people how they can commit sin without sinning. 

From the treatise on Laws, we quote the following : “ The spiritual power 
does not interfere with the temporal power, provided it is not an obstacle to 
spiritual ends, or be not necessary to the attainment of these ends. For, if 
inything of this sort were to take place, the spiritual power can and ought to 
repress the temporal dy a// means and expedients that may be deemed necessary. 
It can change kingdoms, take them from some rulers and give them to others, as 
sovereign spiritual authority, if this course be deemed necessary for the salva- 
tion of souls. Christians are not a//owed to tolerate an infidel or heretic ruler 
if he endeavor to lead his subjects into heresy or infidelity. The sovereign 
pontiff is charged with the care of religion and decides whether a king is lead- 
ing his people into heresy. Accordingly the sovereign pontiff determines 
whether a king should be deposed or not. If the early Christians did not 
depose Nero, Diocletian, Julian the Apostate and others, it was only because 
they were not powerful enough.” 

“The power of ‘the Keys’ was given to Peter and his successors. This 
power extends far and wide. It can create kings and take away their king- 
doms whenever they set the faith aside, or oppose its preachers. When the 
spiritual welfare of the people demands it, the pope can dethrone rulers, 
kings, emperors, and deprive the impious or disobedient ones of their king- 
doms.” 








EDITORIAL NOTES. 





VOLUMES OF LAST YEAR'S 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC can be had at 
this office. Price, post-paid, $1.50. 
Very fine for libraries. 


BounpD 


WE HAVE HAD 
about the continuance of the “ Letters 
to Cardinal McCloskey.” The Car- 
dinal is dead, and his soul is in purga- 


MANY INQUIRIES 


“sé 


tory, and we do not propose to follow 
him there. But we shall resume the 
“Letters ’’ to anew Cardinal when he 


is appointed for the United States. 


ALTHOUGH MANY OF OUR FRIENDS 
have not yet renewed their subscrip- 
tion for this year, we send them copies 
of this issue. We hope it will be a re- 
minder to them. Mr. Needham’s pic- 
ture and sermon, Dr. Fulton’s eloquent 
discourse, the synopsis of Gury’s 
“Moral Theology,” the report of work 
among Catholics, Mr. Needham’s mis- 
sion, and other articles make an in- 
teresting number. If you agree with 
us in this, kind reader, will you not 
forward a subscription and receive the 


monthly during the year 1886? 


FEW ITEMS IN A PAPER COULD GIVE 
us more pleasure than the following 
about our dear friend Father McFaul, 
who was associated with us for more 
than a year, and who will return to 
this labor of love as soon as we can 
assure him that 
lack for necessaries, 


workers will not 
The New York 
Christian Advocate, November 1gth, 
1885, in its report of the Wilmington 
(Del.) Conference, says: 


At Lower Zion, on Fruitland Charge, 
Salisbury District, D. F. McFaul, 
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pastor, a commodious and beautiful 
church has lately been erected and 
dedicated free of debt, and the Lord 
is visiting his people there. Many are 
seeking and finding rest for their souls. 





THE FOLLOWING LETTER SHOWS 
that great good can be done by placing 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC in public 
libraries: 

DEAR SIR: 

Enclosed find subscription for your 
magazine for the Y. M. C. A. at Deca- 
tur, Ill. We are confident great good 
will result from placing it on the read- 
ing-room table, as a number of Catho- 
lic young men come to the rooms. A 
short time since a young man wanted 
to become a member, but Father M. 
had pronounced it a heretical Associ- 
ation, and had forbidden him to join, 
Upon inquiry he stated that he wished 
to join the Association because with a 
little practice in the gymnasium he 
would soon be able to get employment 
with a circus, The following questions 
were asked him: 

“Does Father M. know you wish to 
join a circus?” 

“Yes.” 

“Does he approve of your joining 
a circus?” 

“Oh, he doesn’t care. He says if 
I want to practice on the bar there is 
another society which he would wish 
me to join; but he won’t let me join 
the Y. M. C. A.” 

Feeling that that was an opportune 
moment to sow some good seed, we 
pointed to the better and nobler life, 
and how he might exert a Christian 
influence upon his associates. Let us 
unite in prayer that God would bless 
the seed sown. 

J. M. 
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ANY PERSON KNOWING THE PRESENT 
whereabouts of the Rev. Father Thos. 
E. Butler, one of the pastors of St. 


Bridget’s Roman Catholic Church, 
Jersey City, N. J., who eloped with 
Miss Mary Ellen Brady, daughter of 
the late Mike Brady, the popular Jer- 
sey Avenue undertaker, on or about 
September 12th, 1885, will confer a 
favor by sending information to this 
office. 

The Jersey City Journal thinks they 
are in Chicago, where they were mar- 
ried and are raising a family. Infor- 
mation regarding their success in 
married life is specially desired by 
Father Hennessy, Monsignor Seton, 
Father Corrigan and other Jersey City 
priests and several young ladies who 
would like to follow their example. 


REVOLT AGAINST ROME IS BECOM- 
ing epidemic. The Polish Roman 
Catholic Church of St. Hedwig, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., and St. Albert’s Church, 
Detroit, Mich., have been interdicted. 
A decree of “ interdict” shuts out the 
entire congregation from all the sacra- 
ments of the Church; and as “no 
sacrament, no salvation,” is the rule of 
faith in Rome, it can be seen how 
seriously this decree affects the people. 
But can they be saved without the 
“Sacraments of the Church”? Let us 
suppose the Pope should “ outlaw” 
every church in the United States, 
what would the people do then? 
Would the Saviour regard them with 
less favor because the Pope and his 
bishops should excommunicate them ? 
Let us further suppose that Almighty 
God in his infinite mercy should 
sweep the Pope and his bishops and 
priests off the face of the earth, what 
would the people do for “* Roman 
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Sacraments”? Oh! that Christians 
would tell their Roman Catholic neigh- 
bors and acquaintances that the Lord 
Jesus Christ can save them, if there 
were never a priest in the world. Tell 
them that they have only to believe 
the words of Jesus, “ Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out.”’ The 
bishops may cast them out, but God 
has never yet sanctioned the excom- 
munications and curses of the popes 
and bishops. Indeed, the old saying, 
‘Curses, like chickens, come home to 
roost,” is literally true of these worthies, 
The Lord has turned their curses upon 
their own heads. 


WE HAVE SEVERAL HUNDRED CATH- 
olics among our readers, and very few, 





only six, have refused to take it regu- 
larly during the past year. The fol- 
lowing letters are specimens of those 
received : 

DEAR Sir:—Your monthly maga- 
zine, Stiled THe ConvERTED CATHO- 
Lic, Continues to Come to my adress. 
I consider it unfit and very dangerious 
Reading for a Christian famuely be 
they Protestant or Catholic. Please 
discontinue Reguardless of who has 
ordered it Sent tome. The People of 
this Enlightened age wants Truth 
Suported by the Bible and not a Re- 
hersal of maria monk or fox Book of 
marters I was onse a Protestant but 
am now a Catholic. 


LINDSEY, Pa. J. U. GILuespie. 


Dear Sir:—I return your Con- 
VERTED CATHOLICK paperto you. I 
have no use for it and cannot he 
anoyed with it and shall look to you 
for damages if you continue to send it 
to me. I can show that you are in- 
juring my business. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. R. BLair. 
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THE SCHOOL QUESTION IS ONE THAT 


must be settled in favor of Rome, un- 
less constant vigilance be exercised. 
“We will worry the American people, 
as the Irish are worrying the English, 
until we gain control of the public 
schools,” said an intelligent Roman 
Catholic recently. Not long since the 
Roman Catholics of Mercer County, 
Pa., applied to the courts for an injunc- 
tion to prevent the reading of the 
Bible in the public schools. Fortun- 
ately it was not granted. In Kansas, 
they also tried to forbid the reading of 
the Bible in the schools, but were un- 
successful. 

In New England, however, they are 
bound to Willimantic, 
borrough 

1885) 
public taxation for the 


succeed. In 
last 


roth, 


Conn., the election 


(November turned on 
Roman Catho- 
lic schools, and the Catholic party won 
a signal victory. 

In a school where the Bible was not 
permitted to be read, a boy stole a 


pairof overshoes. The teacher rea- 
soned with him and said it was wrong to 
steal. “ Why is it wrong?” he asked. 


““God's Word says ‘Thou shalt not 
steal,’ ’’ she said. “But you can’t teach 
that book in this school, and so it’s no 
good,” was his crushing reply. 

THE GREAT PROTESTANT DENOMI- 
nations will do nothing towards evan- 
gelizing the Roman Catholics of the 
United States. There are many con- 
verted Catholics in all the churches 
who long to labor for their brethren 
who are still in bondage, but if they 
expect aid from their denominational 
friends the work must be done in Italy 
or Mexico. 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Murphy and 


Rev. John Lee had timely articles in 





the New York Christian Advocate, 
previous to the session of the Mission- 
ary Committee of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church last November. The 
General Conference of that Church two 
years ago passed a resolution that the 
Church should establish missions for 
the conversion of Romanists. 

Nothing has been done since, and 
we venture to say nothing will be done 
by that Church or by any other Church 
in the United States. The rich men 
in the various churches will not con- 
tribute money to any object that may 
even seem to be opposed to the religion 
of their employees and customers, 
though in private converse they will 
not hesitate to say that such religion is 
a perversion of 


Christianity. Con- 


verted Catholics labor in this 
cause independently, or the work will 
not be done. 


must 


For our part we shall go 
on doing the best we can with the aid of 
such friends as we can interest in our 
work. We like man who 
desired to have for his epitaph the 


are the 
lines : 
When I am dead and gone, 
And the mould is on my breast, 
Don’t say, he did well or ill— 
Only, he did his best. 





THERE IS NOT AN ORGANIZATION IN 
all the length and breadth of this land, 
except the feeble efforts of the con- 
verted Catholics in New York, to op- 
pose and expose the daring schemes of 
Rome. Societies and associations of 
every kind abound, but they have 
enough to do in their own special 
line, and work in different ways. 
They all agree, however, in leaving the 
Roman Catholics alone. Recently 
a converted Catholic lady was in- 
duced by Protestant friends to come 


to New York to enter upon mission 
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She desired above all other 
things to labor among the Catholics, 
and she was peculiarly fitted for such 
work. 


work. 


Imagine her surprise and dis- 
may when she was told that she must 
never on any account mention that 
she had been a Roman Catholic, or 
that she was converted from Roman- 
ism. Because the love of Christ was 
in her soul and a burning desire for 
the salvation of her former associates 
in her heart, she refused the position. 
“ Don’t say you are a converted Cath- 
And 
yet, all acknowledge that Catholics 
when really converted make the best 


olic; it would hurt our work.” 


missionaries to the Romanists. Years 
of Christian profession and way 
and manner of life, should surely 


count for more than the fear of Rome 
in the case of this lady. But if she 
wants to do missionary work among 
the Romanists she must not expect aid 


or sympathy from the professional 


Christian missions. 


FROM THE MANW KIND NOTICES THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC has received 
from the press we select the following: 


Rev. James A. O'Connor, more 
widely known as Father O'Connor, 
edits a monthly in New York City, 
called THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 
This may be had for $1 per year by 
addressing him at No. 60 Bible House. 
The new volume begins with January. 
The scope of the journal is a calm, 
dispassionate presentation of the rea- 
sons why the Romanist needs to be 
converted. It is free from vituperation 
and abuse. It is thoroughly evangeli- 
cal, Father O'Connor was a devout 
Catholic priest. He became troubled, 
sought Christ, and was amazed to be 
confronted with the necessity of aban- 
doning the errors entrenched in Ro- 
manism. Not intending to go to 
preaching, or to reforming his former 
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associates, he quietly quits the priest- 


hood and studies medicine. But his 
soul is in distress. He is met by an 
earnest Christian, and while convers- 
ing is gloriously converted. All doubts 
are swept away. He sees clearly now. 
He enters the work of an evangelist, 
In this journal he details his successes, 
Now this is just the journal to give to 
any Catholic you may wish to convert. 
It will reach him if anything will.— 
Rev. D. J. Burrill, D.D., in Lowa 
Prohibitionist. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC FOR 
November and December, 1885, con- 
cludes Vol. II. of this very useful 
monthly. In those two years it has 
dealt some heavy blows in exposing 
the follies, corruptions and general 
characteristics of so-called ‘ Holy 
Mother.” It is worthy of a wide cir- 
culation.— The Cincinnati Herald and 
Presbyter. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MONTH- 
ly by Father O'Connor, Bible House, 
New York, deserves support. This 
work among Romanists is important 
and is growing in interest. One dollar 
a year. Subscription is help.—JVorth 
Carolina Presbyterian, Nov. 25th, 1885. 





THE YEAR 1886 WILL HAVE BEGUN 
its course when this reaches our read- 
ers. We wish themall “A Happy New 
Year.” It is the, seventh year of our 
preaching in New York, and during 
that time we have endeavored to preach 
Christ only, in opposition to the false 
doctrines of Rome. We have given 
the hand of fellowship to six hundred 
We think and 


preach that the best way to break 


converts from Rome. 


down the power of Rome is to win the 
people to Christ. We hope the spirit 
of Christ shall always be in what we 
speak and write, as it is in our heart. 
We ask the prayers and sympathy of 


all Christians in this work. 








CONVERTS FROM ROME. 





Few in this country can understand 
the sensation which the recent con- 
version of Lady Maurice Fitzgerald 
from the Roman Catholic to the Prot- 
estant Episcopal faith has created in 
Ireland, and the bitter visitation it will 
provoke against the ancient Irish 
house of Fitzgerald, for many years 
the holders of Ireland’s only dukedom, 
and to which the rebel Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald belonged. The lady is the 
daughter of the Earl of Granard, a 
convert of many years’ standing to 
the Roman Catholic Church, and 
married the second son of the present 
Duke of Leinster. 

The gentleman who has translated 
many pages of the ‘“ Moral Theology 
of the Jesuits” in the preceding issues 
of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, was 
for two years Roman Catholic chap- 
lain to Lord Granard. He has re- 
nounced Romanism and is now en- 
gaged in literary work in this city. 
He rightly thinks that many will fol- 
low the example of Lady Maurice 
Fitzgerald, and among them some of 
his brother priests in Ireland. 


BorEGER’s Store, Mo. 
DEAR BROTHER O'CONNOR: 

I have read of you and your work 
several times, and am interested more 
than I can express. I am aconverted 
Catholic, and pastor of the German 
Presbyterian Salem Church, Osage 
County, Mo. My father wasa Roman 
Catholic priest, ordained after the 
death of my dear good mother. Dear 
Brother, I know by my own experience 
what it is to leave the Church of Rome. 

I was a Roman Catholic for many 
years, but the Lord has brought me 
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into the light of the Gospel of Christ. 
I have a small German congregation, 
and my salary is proportionally small. 
But I can get on, for our Lord cares 
for me, and I am well satisfied with 
my people. May our heavenly Father 
bless you and keep you full of faith 
and courage in this noble cause. I 
know well what you have to endure, 
as I had to go through the fires of 
persecution myself. I know from per- 
sonal experience how hard it is to work 
for the conversion of Roman Catho- 
lics. I can see a great future for the 
work you are now doing. You are 
only laying a foundation, and others 
after you will put up a glorious build- 
ing for Christ’s kingdom. 
Yours in his love, 
B. MOLLENBECK. 


In one of the daily papers of Ches- 
ter, Pa., September 23d, 1885, we find 
the following: 

“Among the students at Crozer 
Theological Seminary, Chester, Pa., is 
Joseph Muscat, Jr., of Malta, who is 
taking an English course for the pur- 
pose of becoming well informed in the 
tenets of Protestantism, doing so by 
request of Rev. Drs. Doolittle and 
Marshall, of Easton. After finishing 
his course at Crozer, Mr. Muscat in- 
tends going to New York City, to 
organize an Italian Church, believing 
that there is a wide field for labor 
among his countrymen, many of whom 
pay no attention to religious matters. 

“Mr. Muscat was educated for the 
priesthood, converses fluently in 
French, Italian, Latin and Arabic, 
while he has a good knowledge of the 
English tongue. In 1872 he entered 
the Archbishops’ Seminary at Medina, 
Malta, and in 1875 was admitted to 
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St. Calcedonio University, under the 
care of the Jesuit Fathers, and studied 


and 
Scripture. After that he was sent to 
St. Joseph’s College, Mill Hill, Lon- 
don, England, under the care of Bishop 
Vaughan, of Salford. He was also at 
under the Cardinal Arch- 
bishop of Algiers, and was appointed 
Sous Econome at St. Charles’ College, 
Tunis, Africa. 


physics, philosophy, theology 


one time 


“While in London, Mr. Muscat was 
converted and at once left the priest- 
hood, convinced by his new experience 
that he was in error, and evinced a de- 
sire to connect himself with the Prot- 
estant Church, and for his heresy in 
leaving the Catholic Church his uncle 
disinherited him. He came to Amer- 
ica thirteen months ago, and, as stated, 
will remain here until completing his 
studies at Crozer. His friends are 
looking forward to his subsequent 
career with great anticipations, and 
feel that under the tuition of Dr. Wes- 
ton, a well known theological instruc- 
tor, he will be fitted for successful 
work in his new field of labor.” 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., 
October 2oth, 1885. 
DeaR BROTHER O’CONNOR: 

I send you my experience as a con- 
verted Catholic. I thank God I ama liv- 
ing witness of the power of Christ Jesus 
to save sinners. I have been guilty of 
every sin except murder, and even this 
I had a desire to commit. I found no 
pn¥sician to cure me until I found my 
divine Saviour, and he swept away all 
my evil habits, such as drink, cards, 
evil company, and all amusement, and 
I have also found in him the only true 
priest who can forgive sins. I have 
the evidence in my soul of true hap- 
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piness and comfort that he has washed 
all my sins away, and now he teaches 
me to love him with such pure love 
that burns like fire; and as long as I 
had sin I had no such love as this. 
Now my whole heart goes out for my 
Catholic brethren, as well as Protes- 
tants and infidels. My prayer con- 
stantly is to have the light of the Holy 
Ghost shine into the hearts of all sin- 
ners, and convict them of evil and the 
sin there is in unbelief and the worship- 
ping of false gods. Come out from 
slavery and free yourselves from sin. 

The priests are keeping you in cities, 
poor, while they build large churches 
and sweep in all your hard earnings to 
support themselves and an army of 
monks and nuns that never even help 
a soul. 

Yours in the love of Christ, 
C. J. SULLIVAN. 


The First French Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in the United States was 
dedicated in Kankakee, Ill., ona recent 
Sunday afternoon. The funds to build 
it were raised by Rev. N. W. Dever- 
the town. 
Brother Devereaux was converted from 
Romanism in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Oxford, Mass., and is doing 


eaux, mostly outside of 


noble service for his countrymen in the 
West. 


IT IS MARVELLOUS HOW THE LORD 
strengthens the converts from Rome 
who are zealous for the salvation of 
their brethren, and who add prudence 
to their zeal. Without this prudence 
and common sense all their zeal will 
be in vain. We ask our readers to 
pray for this work among Catholics, 
and to do something toward making 
it a success. 





18 
REFORMED CATHOLIC WORK. 


[The following report is by a young 


convert from Rome, who gives prom- 
ise of doing good work in this move- 
ment. | 


i 


A large audience, of whom at least 
one-half Catholics, as- 
sembled in Masonic Temple, Sabbath 
Mr. J. E. 


Duclos, a student in Union Theologi- 


were Roman 
evening, November 2gth. 


cal Seminary, who had assisted Father 
Chiniquy at his meetings in Montreal, 
led the singing, which was excellent, 
the audience joining in heartily. 

Father O’Connor read as the Scrip- 
ture lesson for the evening, I. Peter, 
il., and Exodus xix., 5,6. He then 
showed that the priesthood of the old 
dispensation was instituted for the 
offering of material sacrifices, which 
were types of the great sacrifice which 
was to be offered by the Son of God. 
But when Christ came, this priesthood 
to offer material sacrifices was done 
away with, and he became the one 
great High Priest for all mankind. 

Peter says to all believers in Christ, 
“Ye are a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ;’’ and again, “ Yeare 
a chosen generation, a-royal priest- 
hood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should show forth the praises 
of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light.” 
David says, “The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit; a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise.” 

However, the idea of the necessity 
of a human priesthood has largely pre- 
vailed even in professedly Christian 
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Churches. Not only in the Roman 
Church, but the tendency among that 
large class of Christians belonging to 
the Episcopal church, to erect altars 
and other relics of Judaism and Pa- 
ganism, has been greatly deplored by 
all thinking people. For where there 
is an altar there must of necessity bea 
An altar without a sacrifice 
is meaningless and useless. That this 
movement, failed to 
bring the people nearer to God or to 
give peace to their souls is evidenced 


sacrifice. 


however, has 


by the fact that English missioners 
are invited here to preach in the Epis- 
copal churches throughout the land, 
telling the people of Jesus only and 
the way to come to him with contrite 
humble hearts, trusting in his 
They say noth- 


and 
power to save them. 
ing of a priesthood or of sacrifices, but 
simply offer as a cure for the ills of the 
soul “ nothing but the blood of Jesus.”’ 
Thus the grand old Episcopal Church 
is compelled, after one hundred years 
of vain resistance, to adopt the 
methods of the Methodists and Bap- 
tists and other denominations which 
have adhered to the simple preaching 
of the Word of God, in demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit and in power, It 
would be interesting to watch this 
movement and see to what it will 
lead. 

They are also holding evangelistic 
services in the Presbyterian churches 
in this city. One evening during the 
past week I stepped into one of the 
I was espe- 
cially pleased to hear the pastor say 


most prominent of them. 


he was tired of hearing people speak 
of St. Paul and St. Peter and thus of 
It is much 
worse when they come to speak of 
Saints Augustine, Jerome and so on. 


the rest of the apostles. 
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Why not speak of St. Daniel, St. Abra- 
old 


tament times gave evidence of being 


ham, and all those who in Tes- 


the children of God? The word saint 


has been perverted from its original 


meaning. Inthe New Testament all 
believers are addressed as saints. And 
so may we be saints, in the fullest 
sense of the term, if we will but real- 
ize our privileges as children of God 


and live up to them. 


It is an encouraging sign ofthe times 


» see these staid old denominations 


relaxing their rigorous and formal 
regulations and giving the Gospel free 
course in its simplicity and power. 
Will the Roman Church ever come to 


use these methods? I know not, but 


if she should, she will cast aside her 
uman priesthood and cease to be 
Roman. I know, however, that the 


time must and will come when this 
priestly system will be overthrown in 
America, and in other lands as well. 
For the people have learned by sad 
experience that this formal religion 
does not bring them into reconciliation 
with God, and they will arise and over- 
throw it and demand the right of go- 
ing directly to their Saviour without 
the intervention of any human priest 
or mediator. There is no union with 
Christ in the great mass of her follow- 
ers, and yet they have a zeal of God, 
though not according to knowledge. 
It seems ridiculous to see people be- 
lieving in the mass, the priesthood, 
and transubstantiation, using beads, 
holy water, scapulars and images, ven- 
erating statues and pictures and so 
Yet all 


there is an earnest desire to please 


forth. behind this rubbish 


God if they knewhow. But this sys- 
tem is forced upon them by the priests 
who are themselves kept in bondage 


Yonverted Catholic. 


so that they cannot teach the people 


any better way. We who have come 
out of the Church of Rome know that 
peace with God can not come through 
We ourselves en- 


the hands of men. 


deavored faithfully to perform our 
duties as they were taught us, but we 
never had the knowledge of the par- 
don of our sins. 

After the sermon, he gave the hand 
of fellowship to Brothers Leveque, 
Bru, Cooney and Waldron, upon their 
formally renouncing the unscriptural 
doctrines of Rome and promising to 
trust in Jesus alone for salvation, and 
to use every opportunity of leading 
their Catholic 
Francis Waldron in giving his 


Roman brethren to 
Christ. 
testimony said that, in this Thanksgiv- 
ing season, he thanked God that he 
had learned the way of coming to 
Christ, and the Lord had kept him to 
the present time, and he believed would 
He 


could make no astounding revelations 


keep him in grace and _ love. 
of corruptions in the Church of Rome, 
as he had never seen many of them. 
He considered it quite natural that it 
should be full of corruptions, since it 
was a religion invented by men as a 
substitute for Christianity, and every 
human religion, no-matter how good it 
may be in the beginning, is sure to be- 
come full of corruption in the end. 
Hé left the Church of 


he found that reconciliation with God 


Rome because 


could not be obtained through her 


He had 


always desired to go directly to Jesus 


sacraments and ceremonies. 


for pardon and help, but the “Church” 
stood in his way and sent him to the 
priests. He could not feel satisfied 
that by going to them he was pleasing 
God. 


obey the Church which pretended to 


Yet he was not willing to dis- 
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be founded by Jesus Christ himself, 
and laid claim to such a long line of 
learned doctors. But after he had 
gone the round of her sacraments and 
found them to be of no value, he left 
the “ Church” and determined that he 
would never embrace any religion save 
that of Jesus only. He now resolved 
to devote his life to telling Roman 
Catholics that there is a better way 
than that which they have been taught, 
and that they may be their own priests, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices accep- 
table to God through Jesus Christ. 
George Cooney, a converted printer, 
then stated his reasons for leaving the 
Church of Rome. He said that when 
quite young he was sent to the Catholic 
Protectory County, 
New York. There he was instructed 
in the catechism, used to serve the 
priest at mass, and had full opportu- 
nities for observing the hollowness of 
the Roman system. 


in Westchester 


The priests and 
Brothers” made a 
mockery of their religion and were 
mostly infidels. ‘The “Christian 
Brothers’’ treat those under their 
charge with the greatest brutality. 
They are called “ Christian Brothers,” 
but their right name is—brutes. If 
the people could only see one-third of 
the crime that is perpetrated behind 
the walls of the Catholic Protectory, 
they would not allow it to stand 
another day. 

When he left the Protectory, he was 
little better than an infidel, and 
did not care what he did. He went 
on thus until last February, when he 
was induced to accept Christ. ‘“‘He 
has kept me since,” he continued, “and 
I have taken opportunity I 
could get to speak to my former 
Roman Catholic associates concerning 


the “ Christian 


every 


Christ. I see in this audience several 
of my comrades in the Catholic Pro- 
tectory, and I know hundreds of boys 
in New York whom I could call, if 
necessary, to confirm what I have 
said concerning that institution. My 
closing word is a prayer that those 
who have been brought out of the 
bondage of Romanism might unite 
with us here for the purpose of leading 
their brethren into the light of the 
Gospel.” 

Brother J. J. Bru, a Cuban gentle- 
man, and a converted Catholic, said 
that his experience had been much the 
same as the foregoing, and that if any 
one wished to be saved, they must 
come to Jesus directly without the in- 
tervention of men. Owing to the late- 
ness of the hour, Brother Leveque’s 
testimony was postponed till the next 
Sunday. 

We have been distributing hand- 
bills in the Roman Catholic sections 
of the city, and the result is that many 
are beginning to attend who never 
came before. They are generally sur- 
prised and pleased to find that the 
services are conducted in a kindly 
Christian spirit, and that we do not in- 
dulge in any of the old-time anti- 
Roman tirades, but simply aim to pre- 
sent to them a better Gospel than they 
have yet received. Three Roman 
Catholic girls, who never attended 
before, asked a lady at the door what 
kind of a man Father O'Connor was. 
She invited them to come in and judge 
for themselves. They came in; one 
stayed all through the services, the 
other two stayed till they were nearly 
over. There was also present for the 
first time Mr. B., a trustee of a 
Roman Catholic Church in the city. 
After the meeting he came forward to 


tall 
it 1 
vice 
to 

Th 
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self 
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talk with Father O’Connor. He said 
it was in his opinion a Christian ser- 
vice. He asked Father O’Connor not 
to tell on him for coming there. 
The latter kindly said, “ We _ will 
never tell on you till you come up on 
S this platform to tell the story your- 
self.” ‘‘ Oh,” said he, “ that will never 
be.” Father O’Connor said, “If you 
will continue to come here for three 
months, I will engage that you will 
He admitted 
that the doctrines he had heard that 
evening were new to him and that it 
had been pretty clearly proved that 


come out and join us.” 


the priestly system had not benefited 
mankind nor brought them nearer to 
God, but had rather been a stumbling- 
block in their way. He went 
well pleased and promised to come 


away 


again. 
The following is the testimony of 
Mr. T. 


B given: 


Leveque as_ subsequently 

“Twas brought up in the Roman 
Catholic religion in France, and used 
to serve mass for the priest. I went 
to confession for the first time at the 
age of seven years. Like many others 
[ was afraid to enter the confessional 
for fear the devil might carry me off, 
Even in my youth there were many 
things in the Catholic Church which 


Bseemed inexplicable to me, among 


which was the different manner in 
which the priests treated the rich and 
the poor. But I was afraid to ask 
the priest for an explanation of these 
matters, because I knew he would 
look upon me as a bad boy and dis- 
miss me from serving at the altar. 
It was my earnest desire to become a 
priest that I might lead souls to God, 
but I was afraid to assume the awful 


responsibility of forgiving sins. In 


my twentieth year I went to Germany 
and there I saw that the Protestants 
who never went to confession be- 
haved just as well as the Roman 
Catholics. 

“Once I got hold of a book called 
‘The Confessor’s Guide,’ which none 
but priests or students in seminaries 
are allowed to read. I was so dis- 
gusted with the filthy questions it con- 
tained that I tore it up. 
I came to America. I heard Father 
O’Connor preach twice, and through 


Soon after 


what I learned from him I found par- 
don and peace through Jesus Christ, 
what the sacraments of the Catholic 
Church could never give me. As 
soon as I am sufficiently acquainted 
with the Scriptures I intend to go 
wherever God may lead me, to France 
perhaps, and there preach in my own 
language against the corruption of 
Rome and try to bring my country- 
men to Jesus whom they have rejected 
to serve Mary and the saints.” 
Reports of other services are held 
over until i Another 
instalment of “An Evangelistic Tour 
through Iowa,” is also held over. 


our next issue, 


Ir we had the voice of an angel we 
would use it to induce all our sub- 
scribers to renew and to get us some 
new friends. That is how they can 
best help this cause. The great de- 
nominations will not do this work, All 
admit it is a most necessary one.. We 
are doing the work as best we can, and 
the Lord is blessing it. 
great deal if our hands be 
strengthened. We have given our life 
to this cause, and with the Psalm- 
ist can say, “ Though a host shall en- 
camp against me, my heart shall not 
fear.” 


We can do a 
more 
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Mr. Needham’s Mission to the 
Catholics. 


Evangelist George C. Needham com- 
menced a six days’ mission in connec- 
tion with the Reformed Catholic work 
in Masonic Temple, New York, Nov- 
Mr. Ira D. Sankey 


came to sing at the op ‘ning service, 


ember 15th, 1885. 


and it need not be said that the large 
congregation was delighted and edified 
by his sweet singing and the brief 
introduced 


The following report in 


address with which he 
each hymn. 
the New York Zimes next morning 
can be better appreciated by New 
Yorkers, to whom John Kelly is a 
familiar figure, than by those at a dis- 
tance. One who had never seen the 
Tammany chief, however, said that if 
he is as good looking as Mr. Needham 
he must be The 


picture of Brother Needham seems to 


a handsome man. 

confirm this opinion. 
“The Rev. George C. Needham, 

the Irish evangelist and 


Mr 


co worker 


with Moody, assisted by E. C. 


Avis, the Gospel singer, last evening 
week’s 
He 
Mr. John Kelly, the Tammany chief- 


opened a revival at Masonic 


Temple. somewhat resembles 


tian, in appearance. He is apparently 
a younger man than Mr. Kelly and is 
rather taller and stouter in build, but 
he wears his beard in a similar fashion 
to that gentleman, and the general 
cast of his features is also much the 
same. little of 


look about him, and dressed as he was 


There is the clerical 
last evening, in a natty and tasteful 
business-suit, he more nearly resem- 
bles a prosperous, well-to-do business 
man than a preacher of the Gospel. 
He is a forceful speaker, and has an 
earnest, sincere way about him, tem- 


pered by a ready wit and easy manner 
of speaking which carries a great deal 
of weight with his auditors. 

“Last night he was introduced to 
the congregation at the Temple by 
Father James A. O'Connor, who con- 
ducts the Reformed Catholic services 
held every Sunday in the main hall of 
that structure, and his efforts and 
those of Mr. Avis, who presided at 
the organ and led most of the singing, 
were aided by Father O’Connor, Ira 
D. Sankey, and other gentlemen in- 
terested in religious matters. Those 
present numbered perhaps six hun- 
dred. Mr. found 


good listeners. ‘The point of his re- 


Needham them 
marks was that God is a God of love 
and not of fear; that we are not to 
give to him, but that he will give to 
us. All we have to do is to accept 
Mr. 
Sankey entertained the congregation 
by _ brief 
concerning 


the salvation which he offers us. 


with several solos, and 


congratulatory remarks 
the presence of the Irish evangelist.” 

The preaching was for all, Protes- 
tants and Catholics, and those who 
are without God or hope in the world. 
Mr. Needham showed that the natural 
man, conscious of his guilt, trembles 
in the presence of God, and thinks he 
must appease his wrath by some works 
of his own. Acting on this idea, he 
performs penances and endures mor- 
tifications of the flesh, invents elaborate 
rituals and forms of worship, offers 
sacrifices, and in many other ways 
the 
This is entirely contrary 
to the nature of God as revealed in 
the Bible. There we find that though 
have sinned God loves 


seeks to appease wrath of an 


angry God. 


we us still. 
Instead of demanding anything from 


us, he freely gives us all things, yea, 












he begs us to accept the pardon and 
which has_ provided 
through his Son, Jesus Christ. What 
folly to put our trust in any “ Church,” 


salvation he 






or in ceremonies, and 


“ good works,” when we find that the 


sacraments, 








very sacrifices, ceremonies, and festi- 





vals which God had commanded the 








Jews to okserve and practise, became 
abomination 





they 


an to him when 











observed only the outward forms of 





religion and ceased to serve him with 
their hearts. 





With great power and a 








most intimate knowledge of the Word 





of God, he urged his hearers to cease 








trying to save themselves, and simply 
trust in the finished work of the Son 
of God. 




















\s Masonic Temple had been pre- 





viously engaged for other purposes, 





the services were held on Monday 





evening in the Reformed Presbyterian 





































































































: Church, on 23d Street, the use of which 
ef @ as kindly given by the trustees and 
- the pastor, Rev. David Gregg. Dur- 
» ing the remaining days of the week 
_ the services were held in the Grand 
10 @ Opera House. While the attendance 
d, & 2s good at all the meetings, it would 
-q| g Dave been much larger if the services 
es Could be held consecutively in Masonic 
he @ /emple, where the Reformed Catholic 
ks @ Congregation regularly worships. 
- The first person who went into the 
mi inquiry room was a Roman Catholic 
ate @YOUNg man whose family compelled 
ion him to be manager of a dancing hall. 
wys @ Another Roman Catholic wished to 
an @cnter into controversy regarding the 
_ doctrines of the “ Church,” but he 
in @ Vas told that Christ wanted his heart 
wh that night, and if he would give it to 
aL him, the question of doctrines would 
se settle itself. Instead, however, of 






going into a special room, Mr. Need- 
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Mr. 
and other workers dealt with inquirers 
At the 
close of each meeting Mr. Needham 


ham, Father O’Connor, Owens 


in various parts of the hall. 


requested those who had found peace 
with God to arise and thus testify to 
the of Christ save them. 
Then he requested those who had not 


power to 
yet found this peace to arise and con- 
fess their need of God in their lives, 
by one supreme effort to throw them- 
selves on his mercy, and accept the 
salvation held out to them. During 
the six days’ preaching as many as 
one hundred and fifty persons arose 
in response to the latter call. Surely 


the Lord heard the cry that went up 


from those burdened souls, The pro- 


found impression produced by these 
] | y 


meetings will never be forgotten by 
those present. 

The singing by Mr. E. C. Avis, 
was hearty and so good that the 


congregations were brought into a de- 
votional the 


preaching commenced. Among the 
clergymen who attended the services 
were the Rev. Drs. Justin D. Fulton, 
G. W. Samson, and Mason Gallagher, 
Revs. George J. Mingins, W. R. Maul, 
John Dooley, of Broome Street Taber- 
nacle, John C. Collins, of New Haven, 
Conn, and others. 

So much interest was created by 
these meetings that Mr. Needham 
consented to preach again in New 
York after he had filled engagements 
in Baltimore. Accordingly he preached 
in Masonic Temple Sabbath evening, 
December 2oth, and at the end of the 
meeting thirty-seven persons arose for 
prayer. From December 2tst to 24th 
he preached in Rev. Geo. J. Mingins’ 
Union Tabernacle. Sabbath, Decem- 
ber 27th, again in Masonic Temple, 
and for the remaining days of the old 
year he held services in Berean Bap- 
tist Church, Rev. Edward Judson, 
D.D., pastor. 


frame of mind before 
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Five Million Dollars Lost. 


The Roman Catholic Cathedral on 
Fifth Avenue stands on ground which 
to-day is worth two million dollars. 
It was given to the Roman Catholic 
Church by the City Council for one 
dollar. The block north of the Cathe- 
dral is occupied by the Roman Cath- 
olic Orphan Asylum, for which it pays 
one dollar a yearto the city. Thisis op- 
posite the magnificent residence of the 
late William H. Vanderbilt. The great 


“94° 
} 


onaire desired to leave a memorial 
to the City of New York that would 
exceed in value anything that had ever 
been contributed by an 


individual. 
How he failed to carry out his desire 
is told as follows in the New York 
Sun, December 14th, 1885 : 


“Several years ago the City of New 
York came near receiving from Mr. 
Vanderbilt one of the grandest mon- 
uments that a city ever had. He was 
anxious to contribute some memorial 
which would be of a different character 
from that ever established by any 
prominent citizen. At one time he 
conceived the idea of building a cathe- 
dral church on a grand scale, with all 
its connecting institutions, but he 
gave that up. Finally he decided that 
if he could secure the block of land 
opposite his house, now occupied by 
the Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum, 
he would build upon it a museum and 
endow it with $5,000,000. In this 
* project he would be able to watch the 
progress of the work from his windows, 
see the building go up stone by stone, 
and whenever he wanted to, run over 
and superintend the carrying out of 
his plans. When the project was 
mentioned to the curator of the 
Museum at Cambridge, England, the 
latter said that there was no institution 
in the world which received the income 
that such a sum would yield, either 
from private or government sources, 
and that with such a phenomenal en- 


dowment it would not be fifty years 
before the proposed museum would 
contain all the antiquities and collec. 
tions in the world worth having. The 
property, however, being leased to 
the Roman Catholic authorities for 
999 years at one dollar a year it 
would have required their | sur- 
render of the lease to the city and 
its sale by the city to Mr. Vanderbilt 
and the transfer of the money to the 
asylum. To do this an act of the Leg- 
islature would have been required. 
Every effort was made to secure the 
land, but the Roman Catholic author. 
ities would not take the risk of every 
part of the scheme going through, and, 
besides, they naturally wished to retain 
the site by the Cathedral. Mr. Van- 
derbilt was peculiar in that if he could 
not do a thing in his own way he 
would not do it at all, and so the proj- 
ect came to naught.” 


Thus was five million dollars lost to 
the City of New York by the selfish 
greed of the Roman Catholic Church. 
That Orphan Asylum, besides this grant 
of land, receives $12,000 a month 
from the Excise Fund—the license 
fees paid by saloon-keepers of the city. 
The wealth and the power of this new 
world will soon be in the hands of the 
Roman Catholic authorities. If the 
Christian people of the nation think this 
is a good and acceptable thing, very 
well. If they think it hurtful to their 
country and to the religion of their 
fathers, what are they going to do about 
it? 

The eloquent discourse by Rev. Dr. 
Fulton, elsewhere in this issue of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, shows what 
ought to bedone. New York and the 
United States at large will lose much 


more than Mr. Vanderbilt’s five million | 


dollars unless the grand truth that 
Romanism is not good enough for 
Romanists or anybody else he boldly 
proclaimed. We hope Dr. Fulton's 
statement of facts will receive the 
thoughtful consideration of our 
readers, 
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THE CONVERSION OF CATHOLICS. 
Organized Effort 


Necessary, 


By Rev. Justin D. 
PASTOR OF 


Futton, D.D., 
CENTENNIAL 
BAPTIST CHURCH, BROOKLYN. 


THE 


The question, “ Is an organisin es- 
sential to the conversion of Roman- 
ists ?”’ deserves consideration. There 
are two sides to this, as to many other 
important considerations, or the Chris- 
tian public would be united in their 
action. At the present time there is a 


feeling that the power of Rome is 
crumbling, and the Romanism of the 
Those 


who thus think and speak are mistaken. 


past is believed to be dead. 


Romanism is a fact in 


Bad as it is in Italy, in Ire- 


potential 
America. 
land, in Germany and in France, it is 
in purpose and in power more to be 
dreaded in this land. Romanism is 
the foe of liberty, because its votaries 
subscribe not only to an absolute des- 
potism, but submit to the dictation of 
a ruler in utter antagonism to free 
institutions. 

It is American to believe in religious 
liberty. Popery declares liberty of 
It is 
American to believe in free speech; 


conscience a pestilential error. 


this is called by the Pope the liberty 


of perdition. We believe in an open 


Rome commands her votaries 
to resent the reading of it inthe public 
that 
constitution is the supreme law of 


claim 


10 Is. 
; land. The Pope absolves his sub- 
jects from allegiance to it, when it 
conflicts with his authority. The as- 
cendency of Roman Catholic principles 
implies the downfall of the constitu- 


Lafayette was right when he 


25 
said: “If the liberties of the American 
people are ever destroyed they will 
fall by the hands of 
clergy.” Do 
the truth should be proclaimed. 


the Roman 
we believe this? If so 
Ro- 
Romanism 
Of Roman Cath- 


olics there are in this land between six 


manists are here to stay. 
is an alarming fact. 
millions. These 


and seven not 


idiots, they are not serfs or slaves. 


are 


Paganism when Paul went to Rome 
did not hold brighter intellects in its 
ranks than at this 
Romanists are in colleges, in 


does Romanism 
hour. 
academies, in the Senate of the United 
States, in Congress, in legislatures. 
They hold positions as mayors of some 
of our most important cities; they 
the 


many of 


furnish majorities in boards of 


aldermen; 


they own our 
newspapers, and rank with the most 
enterprising and cultured of our pop- 
ulation. 

Cultured as they are, they belong toan 
organism which holds them in its vice- 
like grasp, and holds them as a unit. 
The New 


York City, where over $60,000,000 of 


effect of this is seen in 


property is held by the Archbishop in 


“a. 
m bad | 


contravention of law. At present $2 
at 


000,000 of church property is held by 
sixty Bishops under the absolute con- 
trol of the Pope. 
State of New 


support of Romish institutions nearly 


In eleven years the 


York has given to the 


six millions; an average annual dona- 
tion of $529,750.10. 
New 
Church of Rome a tract of 


In 1851 the city 


council of York gave to the 


land now 
J 


valued at $4,000,000, on which the 


Fifth Avenue Cathedral and the Or- 


phan Asylum are built. 


The Pope has won a big victory 


in America. Our fathers would have 


trembled could they have imagined 
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that Romanism could achieve 


she has won in America. 


what 
Politicians afraid of Rome. 
Find proof in the government of all 
our large cities. $30,000 were voted 
to build achurch on Blackwell’s Island, 
to be used by clergymen of all sects. 
A Roman Catholic priest took posses- 
sion of the church, erected 


are 


altar 
and refused to allow ministers of the 


his 


evangelical denominations to preach in 
it. The matter was referred to 
authorities. 


the 
They dared not interfere 
for fear of losing the votes of Roman- 
ists. The 


surrender to Rome is 


almost universal, ‘The pulpit is dumb 
regarding its errors because many of 
the leading members of the Church are 
identified in business with Romanists. 
They claim that Romanism is part of 
the religious life of the country, with 
just as good a right to live to propa- 
and establish its 


gate its sentiments 


privileges as if it harmonized with the 
teachings of the Word of God. 


Thou- 
sands acquiesce in the claim, and when 
men or women pronounce themselves 
Roman Catholics we are as silent in 
regard to their profession of faith as if 
they were identified with an evangeli- 
cal denomination. 

The press finds that attacking Ro- 
manism interferes with advertising 
patronage, and so for thrift’s sake, if 
not for truth’s sake, it becomes inex- 
pedient to sound a note of warning, 
though clouds darken the sky and 
peril fills the air. 

Both political parties, and we may 
add all of the political parties, have 
joined in a race to capture the Ro- 
manist votes. It is to be hoped that 
there will be ere long an uprising of 
the people which will open blind eyes 
and unstop deaf ears. 


The Converted Catholic. 


Is an organism essential to the dis- 
charge of our duty to Roman Catho- 
lics? Are Roman Catholics in danger 
because of their rejection of the truth 
and because of their zeal in promul- 
gating error? Is our sending mission- 
aries to Rome, where Romanism is 
best known and can be best judged, 
where is the seat of the Beast and the 
home of “the Harlot of the Tiber,” an 
insult or a duty? We send mission- 
aries to Europe and rejoice that 
beneath the shadow of the Vatican the 
songs of Zion are heard and the truth 
as it is in Jesus is proclaimed. So we 
believe that millions in this land de- 
luded by Mary 


instead of Christ, rejecting a portion 


error, trusting to 
of the decalogue and giving themselves 
to the worship of images, as did the 
Egyptians against whom God warred, 
trusting to traditions and the teachings 
of the Church, instead of the Word of 
God, linking error to truth in such a 
way as to cloud the one and exalt 
the other—we believe that they are in 
danger of being lost, because they have 
not received Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour, and declared with the apostle, 
‘Neither is there salvation in any 
other; for there is none other name, 
under heaven, given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 
iv., 12.) 

We know that many declare that 
Roman Catholics are as safe as mem- 
bers of an evangelical Church; yet there 
are millions of Roman Catholics who 
reject the Gospel, trust in the Virgin 
Mary, drink, sell drink, fill our prisons 
and jails with criminals and poor- 
houses with inmates, and we pass 
them by, give them up without even a 
prayer, because they confess that Jesus 
died for men, though they will not and 





The Converted Catholic. 27 


do not come to him that they may 
have life, but make Mary their media- 
tor instead, and trust to the prayers and 
intercessions of a so-called Church and 
Let a 
I am a Roman Catholic,” and he 


priesthood for salvation. man 
say 
is left to grope his way down to death 
unwarned and undisturbed by the 
Christ 


said “Go preach the Gospel to every 


ministrations of the Gospel. 


creature.” We by our actions make 
it read to a// but Roman Catholics and 
leave them to die unmourned. Is this 
It will be doubt- 
less claimed that the Christian Church 


wise or otherwise ? 


is the only organization that can do 
effective work for Romanists. Admit 
it for the sake of the argument. Does 
Is she 


not asleep in regard to this subject ? 


not the Church need rousing ? 


Gladly we read of the triumphs of 
the cross in foreign lands and at home. 
Suppose attention was never called to 
these subjects, how long would Chris- 
tians be alive to the interests of the 
work attempted ? 
field of Christian effort is there more to 
the 
What 


can be more encouraging than the 


And yet in no one 


enthuse and excite man than in 
work for Romanists in America. 
reform movement among Catholics, 
though not at all guided or helped by 
the What 
encouraging than the conversion of 


Christian Church. more 
Romanists everywhere, and yet no en- 
couragement is given to them. 

Of the value of organized effort we 
No 
ever performed without it. 


need not speak. great work is 
Organisms exists in regard to almost 
Missions 
at home and abroad are sustained by 
their help. The world 
the value of combination of talent and 


every conceivable object. 
understands 


of wealth for the promotion of the 


various. objects to which it gives its 


heart. ‘There are organizations for 
the building and managing of railroads, 
banks 


unions to promote liberty and to resist 
it, unions of 


and what not. There are 
socialists, Communists, 
dynamiters, as well as for the relief of 
the poor, the promotion of temperance 
and the diffusion and proclamation of 
the truth. 

1. An organism for the conversion of 
Romanists ts needed, because without tt 
the effort langutshes. 

So many reasons operate to command 
silence on this question that, unless 
some organism is sustained by the 
prayers and contributions of the Chris- 
tian Church, the effort weakens. In 
1845, when there were but 2,000,000 of 
Roman Catholics, two societies were 
organized—the American Protestant 
Society, for America, and the Foreign 
Evangelical the 


In 1850 these two organiz- 


Soc iety, for work 
abroad. 
ations became united under the name 
of the American and Foreign Chris- 
Union. 


tian For thirty-five years a 


good work had been done. Books 


were printed and magazines were pub- 


lished; public attention was called to 
the work. Colporteurs were sustained 
and thousands through their instru- 
mentality in this and other lands were 
brought to 


truth. 


the knowledge of the 

This society made it manifest that 
the proclamation of the truth gave 
freedom to Roman Catholics. 


felt 


There 


was a influence exerted upon 
society. 

Latterly the men bore the 
brunt of the conflict have been called 
home, and their mantle seems to have 


fallen to the earth. 


who 


In 1884 the home work was given 
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A feeble effort to continue the 
work in France was made, and in the 
beginning of 1885 the society closed 
its doors, furled its flag, and went out 
of commission. 


up. 


At the present time 
there is not in this land an organism 
whose eye is on the field and whose 
manifest duty it is to call attention to 
the needs of the millions about us, and 
yet it is as true of this time as of 1845, 
that ‘ Rome has started in for the con- 
The 

victory 
banners. 
Why should she not thus declare when 
Christian ministers say unthinkingly 
that “ Romanism is good enough for 
the poor of Europe and of America,” 


quest of the western continent.” 
been made that 
already perches 


point has 


upon her 


and when many of our wealthy laymen 
contribute so freely to build Roman 
Catholic churches and institutions that 
pauperize the people. 

Why should she not thus declare 
when an aspirant for the governorship 
finds it politic to avow his purpose to 
sign the Freedom of Worship bill, if 
passed, a bill which surrenders the 
criminal classes to the teaching of those 
who permit their dupes in one way or 
another to violate every precept of the 
decalogue. Few indeed are the minis- 
ters who call public attention to its 
errors, though Popery is aggressive and 
though its policy is foreign to the 
interests of our civil, social, and relig- 
ious life. 

It will be claimed that the home 
mission societies of the different de- 
nominations have taken this work in 
hand. ‘This is true in part, But is 
there not a work which they cannot 
do? The 
minister from preaching on this sub- 
ject restrains the leaders of these dif- 


influence which keeps a 


ferent societies from devoting special 
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attention to the work for Romanists, 
and as a result, there is no fountain 
of influence, no organ adequately sup- 
ported devoted to proclaiming the 
truth, no one encouraged to call atten. 
tion to the signs of promise that would 
strengthen workers; no one to pro- 
claim the fact that their is a mighty 
turning unto Christ of men who have 
seen the errorof Romeand have turn- 
ed unto the Lord in faith. 

Can we afford to ignore this work ? 
Is Romanism good enough for Roman- 
ists? Who prays for the conversion of 
Romanists? Who speaksto them, in the 
home or elsewhere, regarding their 
salvation? Who hands them a tract 
or asks them if they have a Bible? 

Moral cowardice is always a mistake. 

There are some things no man can 
afford todo. Daniel would have lost 


the respect of the world and the help 


of God if he had pulled down his win- 
dows in Babylon. Israel, when he 
surrendered to Baal, lost; when he 
stood for God and the right, prospered, 
Let us not be deceived. The effort to 
cover truth, to lower the flag to error, 
began with the race and will continue 
to the end of time. It found in Eden 
a victory when Eve surrendered, and 
in the wilderness a defeat when Christ 
said to the tempter, “‘ Get thee behind 
me, Satan, for it is written thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God and him 
only shalt thou serve.” 

A friend who had been opposed to 
agitating this question, was asked, 
“ Have you ever spoken to your servant 
about Christ?” “No.” “Will you do 
“Yes.” She did so, and the 
girl said: “Eighteen years ago I lost 
all faith in Romanism and have lived 
in Protestant families from that time 
to this, and you are the first Christian 


so?" 
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woman that ever acted asif I had a 


soul The result was, she came to 
Christ, and now goes among her former 
friends and tells them of Christ. 

The editor of a leading newspaper 
in Brooklyn lost all faith in Roman- 
ism and drove the priest from the room 
when he desired to administer the 
wafer, and yet he died without Christ 
and without hope, because Christians 
were afraid to interfere. A man for- 
merly a member of an evangelical 
Church, married a Roman Catholic 
wife and in due time surrendered to 
Rome. “ God's 
Word against Romanism,” and went 


He heard the sermon 


out saying it is true, and went home, 
warned his wife, and led her to Christ. 

Monsignor Capel, who posed as the 
“Catesby”’ of Lothair, was shown to 
have fallen from favor in England, and 
he fell from favor here as soon as the 
truth about him was told. 

A Romanist who heard the sermon, 
“Ts Romanism good enough for Ro- 
manists?” read it to his comrades, gave 
up Rome and turned to Christ, and 
scattered large numbers of the ser- 
mons. Priests and others are coming 
all the time. Let us speak out. 

In free America a man cannot be 
true, when his opinions properly ex- 
pressed shall cause him to tremble. 
This land is God’s heritage for freedom. 
It is our duty to make it free and keep 
it free, The people should be taught 
to believe in free speech, and should 
resist all attempts to make them walk 
with bated breath, as travellers climb 
the paths of St. Bernard with hushed 
voices and silent tread lest the echoes, 


born of indiscretion, creep up the 
mountain, topple off the snow-peaks 
and bring down the avalanche. 


The rules of repression or of sup- 
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pression are anti-American. Shutting 
down on truth and bolstering up a 
falsehood is poor business now and 
always. Strong, sturdy, manly speech 
is ever in order. It is high time that 
every Christian should declare by act 
and word, “In the name of our God 
we will set up our banners.” 

2. Romanists are converted when they 
are warned of their sins and made ac- 
quainted with the means of salvation. 

This we understand when we think 
of Romanists in Eurepe. Why not 
remember that triumphs for the cross 
are being won in America? 

This Reformed Catholic movement, 
promises much of good if wisely di- 
rected and sustained. 

Eighteen millions of Romanists have 
dropped out of the meshes of Roman- 
ism in this land. 
when 


There was a time 
tract distributors and Bible- 
readers were sustained in large num- 
bers to go among Roman Catholics 
and break to them the bread of life. 
Thousands were converted. 
ism was lit up with the truth. 


Roman- 
Its de- 
formities were seen and the people 
were made acquainted with its mon- 
strosities. The hold of the priesthood 
was loosened, churches were estab- 
lished; facts bearing upon the subject 
were spread upon the printed page 
because the people demanded it. The 
attention of the public was called to 
the wiles of this insidious foe, and our 
most distinguished men in the pulpit 
and among the laity honored them- 
selves by engaging in the work of 
bringing the benighted and bewildered 
to the truth as it is in Jesus. 

May this not be done to a greater 
extent than ever before? Priests de- 
clare something must be done to hold 


the men in the church. In uncounted 
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All 
Let it 
be ours to see that they have it. In 


thousands they are slipping away. 
the people want is the truth. 


the days of Luther, Zwingle and others, 
the messengers of Christ entered the 
Popish churches and denounced the 
idolatry and tore down the insignia of 
paganism. Let it not be said of their 
descendants that they gave money to 
set images up or to encourage the wor- 
ship of the same. The Popery of the 
The 
We 
have seen many of these prophecies 
fulfilled. 


The Pope a prisoner in the Vatican, 


past is the Popery of the present. 
Word of God foretold its doom. 


free Italy marching on to new con- 


quests is an inspiring sight. Latterly 
Romanists are leaving the monastery 
and the convent and are trying their 
hand in the field of politics. Let us 
thank God for it. 


fair fight 


A clear field and a 
Let 


A new opportunity has 


is all that truth wants. 
us speak out. 
Let Christians the 


come. assume 


aggressive. God is on the side of 


truth now and always. Our fathers 
spoke of popery as “the man of sin.” 
They described the beast of prophecy 
“The Harlot 
Tiber.”” They noted those who forbade 


on which rode of the 


to marry, recommended to abstain 
from meats and turned attention “to 
the son of perdition, who exalteth him- 
self above ail that is called God or that 
is worshipped; so that he as God sit- 
teth in the temple of God showing 
himself that he is God,” and made the 
world ready to see the wreck and to 
understand the resounding ruin, when 
the bolt from heaven fell and the tramp 
of a free soldiery was heard in the 
streets of Rome, and the Pope became 
a prisoner in the Vatican. 


3. An organism is essential to mant- 
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fest our love for the souls of millions 
about us. If this work is ever prose- 
cuted successfully it will be done be. 
cause a passion for souls takes posses. 
Mill. 


ions in our land will be taught the 


sion of the hearts of Christians. 


way of life, and we shall bear burdens 
for those next to us. 

4. It is our duty to preach the Gos. 
their 


pel to Romanists because of 


danger. We sin as citizens when we 
countenance the putting a padlock on 
the Word of God which is God’s own 


battled host, always on the field, ever 


on the alert ready to be wheeled into 
It is the 
hope of Romanists and of everybody. 


action at a moment's notice. 


5. An organism will permit those in 
sympathy to touch elbows in the march. 
They can organize, they can mass 
their funds and can permit their voices 
to be heard. Some one asks what can 
afew do. Reply by showing what a 
few have done. Paul in Rome was one 
man. There were no printing shops, 
no books, no tracts. But they organ- 
ized, they held up the truth and illus- 
trated it and won mighty victories. 

It isin the order book. Christ says, 
“Go ye unto all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.”” Let 
us not ignore Romanists. Indeed let 
Let us work 


Under- 


take the work for God and we shall 


us go to them in love. 
this field, so full of promise. 


bastions of des- 
potism have been overthrown. Enter 
the fort and take possession in the 


win the day. The 


name of Jesus Christ, as the refrain is 
heard: ‘ We will rejoice in thy salva- 
tion, and in the name of our Creator 
will set up our banner,” and as we go 
forth the Church will pronounce the 
benediction saying, “The Lord fulfil 
ali thy petitions.” 
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Reviews and Literary Notices. 


|All works noticed in these pages 


can be had at this office at publishers’ 


prices. ] 


John Knox, by William M. Taylor, 
' D.D., LL.D., Pastor of the Broad- 
way Tabernacle, New York. 

John Knox was born at Hadding- 
ton, Scotland in 1505. He became a 
Roman Catholic priest in the year 1530 
fourteen 


and so continued for about 


years. From 1543 to 1546 he journey- 
ed with George Wishart through the 
Lothians, and then entered upon his 
great work in the Reformation. 

\ few weeks before his death, he 
received tidings of the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew. He had himself assist- 
ed into the pulpit and there, turning 
to the French Ambassador, he said, 
“Go tell your master that sentence is 
pronounced against him; that the di- 


shall 


from him or from his house, 


vine vengeance never depart 
except 
they repent; but his name shall remain 
an execration to posterity, and none 
proceeding from his loins shall enjoy 
his kingdom in peace.” 


He died at Edinburg, November 


This biography is a handsome vol- 
ume of 211 pages and gives in com- 
pact form as much _ information 
concerning the great Scottish reformer 
as the average reader could desire. 

It is compiled from the best author- 
ities and gives a clear insight into the 
character of John Knox both in public 
and private life. It is published by 
A. C. Armstrong & Son, 715 Broadway 
New York. Price, $1.25. 

First Principles of the Reformation, or 

The Ninety-five Theses and the 


Three Primary Works ef Luther. 
Translated mto English. Edited by 
Drs. Wace and Buchheim, King’s 
College, London. 


The purpose and plan of this pub- 
lication, in connection with the cele- 
bration of the fourth centenary of 
Luther’s birth, is to let him speak for 
himself to English-speaking people 
through his most characteristic writ- 
ings. The three works contained in 
this volume, are known in Germany as 
“The Three Great Reformation Treat- 
ises’’ of Luther. In his “ Address to 
the Nobility of the German Nation,” 
he describes and demolishes the three 
great walls which the Romanists have 
(2) 
That the Temporal Power has no Jur- 


(4) 


That no one may interpret the Scrip- 


built around themselves, namely: 
isdiction over the Spirituality. 
tures but the Pope. (c) That no one 
may call a Council but the Pope. 

In the third “On the 
Babylonish Captivity of the Church,” 


treatise. 


he considers in order the seven sacra- 
ments of the Church of Rome, exposes 
the manner in which Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper have been perverted 
and loaded down with human contriv- 
that 
Rome’s sacraments are not of divine 
institution and concludes that 


ances; he shows the rest of 
“if we 
speak with perfect accuracy, there are 
only two sacraments in the Church of 
God, Baptism and the Bread.” 

These treatises were written in the 
latter-half of the year 1520, and were 
immediately followed by the bull of 
excommunication and the summons to 
the Diet of Worms. Dr. Wace says: 
“The rest of the Reformation, it is 
not too much too say, was but the appli- 
cation of the principles vindicated in 


these three works.” 
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This volume also contains the world- 
renowned Ninety-Five Theses against 
Indulgences, which mark the starting- 
point of Luther’s career as a reformer. 
It is edited with a theological intro- 
ductory essay by Dr. Henry Wace and 
a historical essay by Dr. C. A. 
heim. 


Buch- 
In the preface to the American 
edition there are a number of quota- 
tions from the acknowledged Lutheran 
standards disclaiming the doctrine of 
Consubstantiation, though the Luther- 
an Church believes and teaches that 
the true body and blood of Christ are 
present in the sacramental elements of 
bread and wine, in an incomprehen- 
sible manner. 

It is a handsomely bound volume of 
245 pages large octavo, and is publish- 
ed by the Lutheran Publication 
Society, 42 North gth Street, Philadel- 
phia. Price, $2.50. 

Salvation Stories, by George C. Need- 
ham. : 

This tastefully printed book con- 
tains a series of Gospel narratives and 
hints for young converts, prepared by 
the well known evangelist, while in 
England. 

In simple yet always forcible lan- 
Mr. Needham 


precious truth that immediate salvation 


guage, sets forth the 
is conferred upon the soul that just 
takes Jesus at his word, and accepts 
him as his Saviour. Anecdotes are 
most wisely made use of to enforce and 
illustrate this truth. 

The stories are both interesting and 
instructive, and are well calculated to 
show forth the joy of true repentance. 
The book is printed with a neat red 
line border, and will make a suitable 
and attractive gift to those just enter- 


ing the Christian life. We heartily 
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commend its use to Sabbath Schools, 
Young Men’s Christian Associations, 
Young Ladies’ Societies, and other 
classes of young people throughout the 
country. Its wide distribution will do 
much good. Published by J. A. Whip- 
ple, Boston. Price, handsomely bound 
in cloth, 50 cents. 


Rome in America. By Justin D, 
Fulton, D.D., with a sketch of the 
author by Rev. R. S. MacArthur, 
D.D, Pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, N. Y. 

This is a work which should be read 
by all who believe in maintaining free 
institutions, whether they be Protes- 
tants or Catholics. In the introduction 
the “Do Romanists 
need conversion?” and “Can they be 
converted ?” both which questions he 
answers in the affirmative. 


author asks: 


It contains 
able and interesting articles on the 
following subjects: Can American 
citizens safely invest in Romanism? 
Christ’s recognition of Peter; The 
mistakes of Peter, types of the mis- 
takes of Romanism; Bishop Stross- 
mayer’s great speech at the Vatican; 
The Apostle Peter the opponent of 
Romanism; Peter vs. Tradition, or, 
Have Romanists an authorized version 
of the Scriptures? Peter and the 
priesthood, or, False teachers,their in- 
fluence and their doom; The measur- 
ing-rod; Romish superstitions—their 
influence in America; The intolerance 
of Romanism; Romanism a plague, if 
not a peril; The war on the Bible in 
our public schools; Rome as a perfec- 
ted organization; Is Romanism good 
enough for Romanists: God's Word 
against Romanism 

Published by Funk & Wagnalls. 
Price, paper cover, 25 cents ; bound in 
cloth, 75 cents. 








